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RESERVO R REGULATI ON
MANUAL

FOR

FLOOD- CONTROL
STORACE

AT

TW TCHELL DAM AND RESERVO R
SANTA MARI A RI VER AND TRI BUTARI ES, CALI F.

GENERAL

1. Introduction.--This reservoir regulation manual, which
prescribes the use of storage allocated for flood control at
Twi tchel | Dam and Reservoir was prepared in accordance with
i nstructions contained in Engineering Regulation 1110-2-240, dated 8
Decenber 1958, and Civil Wrks Engi neering Manual 1110-2-3600, dated
25 May 1959, issued by the Ofice, Chief of Engineers. These
publications prescribe in part that a reservoir regul ati on nmanual
will be prepared for each reservoir subject to the provisions of
Section 7 of the Flood Control Act of 1944. That Act states that
"***Horeafter, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War to
prescribe regul ations for use of storage allocated for flood contro
or navigation at all reservoirs, constructed wholly or in part with
Federal funds .***” A copy of the official flood-control regulations
for Twitchell Dam and Reservoir is contained in appendix A of this
manual .

2. The nmanual has been divided into a general section
contai ning, descriptive infornmation pertaining to the overall project
and an operation section in which details concerning the actual plan
of operation are presented. A considerable portion of the material
used in the preparation of this manual was supplied by the U S
Bureau of Reclamation offices in Denver, Colo., and Sacranento,
Calif.

3. Ceneral description.--Twitchell Dam and Reservoir (formerly
Vaquero Dam and Reservoir) is a nultiple-purpose structure for water
conservation and fl ood control, which is | ocated on the Cuyama River
7 airline mles northeast of Santa Maria, Calif., in the Santa Maria
Ri ver basin.(see pls. 1 and 2). The dam was conpl eted i n Decenber
1958. The drai nage area above Twi tchell Dam conprises 1,125 square
mles of the 1,845 square niles in the Santa Maria River basin. The
Santa Maria River is formed by the confluence of the Cuyama and
Si squoc Rivers. Al of these rivers flow generally westward
Downstream from t he confl uence, the basin includes the plain along
the Santa Maria River, the Ni pono Upland to the north, and the Orcutt
Upl and to the south. The Sol omon and Casmalia Hills,



ranging in elevation fromb500 to 1,600 feet, are along the southern
boundary; and a |l ow divide is along the northern boundary. The soi
in the valley is conposed of alluviumand terrace deposits. The
riverwash area, which includes deposits of sand and gravel is very
pervious. This area contains irrigated farm and, raising both field
and garden crops. The principal cities |ocated bel ow the confl uence
are Santa Maria, Betteravia, and Guadal upe. The | argest of these,
Santa Maria, had a popul ati on of about 15,000 in 1958. Residenti al
and comerci al devel opnent is expanding rapidly in the Santa Mria
Ri ver Vall ey.

4. The drai nage area of the Cuyama River, 1,147 square mles
the larger of the two rivers that conbine to formthe Santa Maria
River, is bounded on the northeast, by the barren Caliente Muntains,
whose average crest elevation is about 4,000 feet. The Sierra Madre
Mount ai ns on the south and sout hwest have an average crest el evation
of about 5,500 feet, and separate the drai nage areas of the Cuyana
and Sisquoc Rivers. Scattered conifers are found in the higher
el evations, and brush and grass are conmon on the | ower slopes. Parts
of the area are frequently denuded by fire. Between these two ranges
of mountains is the broad Cuyama Valley. The upper Cuyamm area
consi sts of sedinmentary and alluvial deposits of gravels, clays,
shal es, and sandstones. The riverwash area includes deposits of sand
and gravel. The valley and riverwash areas are very pervious. About
27 mles downstream of the |ower end of the Cuyama Valley proper, the
river enters a narrow steep-sided canyon, through which it flows for
about 36 mles to its confluence with the Sisquoc River. Al anps Creek
and Huasna River, the two largest tributaries of Cuyama River, drain
this | ower nountai nous area

5. The Sisquoc River (drainage area 483 sq. niles), drains the
rugged nountai nous area of the Sierra Madre range, which is adjacent
to and south of the Cuyana River drai nage area. The San Raf ael
Mount ai ns, form ng the southern boundary of the Sisquoc River basin,
have an average crest elevation of about 5,000 feet. These nount ai ns,
which are nostly sedinentary in origin, consist of shales, gravels,
and alluvium A dense cover of conifers is in the higher elevations;
live oak, brush, and grass are comon on the | ower slopes; and
deci duous trees, are along the streanms. Parts of the area are
frequently denuded by fire.

6. Hydroneteorol ogi cal characteristics.--The climte of the
Santa Maria River basin is generally mld. Extremes of tenperature
are rare in the valley parts of the basin, but the tenperature
variation increases with elevation. Prevailing wi nds, fromthe
Pacific, are generally light to noderate; the highest velocities
occur during the spring. Mean seasonal precipitation (July-June),
ranges from about 11 inches on the coast to nore than 35 inches in
t he higher nountains (see pl. 3). About 90 percent of the
preci pitation occurs during the nonths of Novenber to April,
inclusive. Precipitation occurs in the formof rain, except for
occasi onal



light snowfall in nountain areas. Summaries of clinmatol ogical data
for Santa Maria, Calif., And for Cuyama, Calif., are given in tables
1 and 2. The locations of these stations are shown on plate 4.

7. Most stormprecipitation in the drainage area results from
general winter storms that are associated with extratropical cyclones
of North Pacific origin. During the winter season (Novemrber-April),
such storns nmove south over the ocean and then inland to southern
California, and result in precipitation over |arge areas. Mjor
storms, which consist of one or nore cyclonic disturbances,
occasionally last 4 days or nore. During najor storns, rainfall rates
of flood-produci ng magni tude have extended over periods ranging from
a few hours to about 2 days. The greatest floods of record in the
drai nage area have resulted fromthis type of storm Cccasionally in
the wi nter season, neteorologic conditions result in random
occurrences of unusually heavy but brief rainfall of the thunderstorm
type. The duration of-heavy intensities during these occurrences is
sel dom nore than 2 hours and rarely nore than 3 hours. In sumer,
rainfall associated with tropical cyclones has occurred in this
regi on, but such occurrences are infrequent and relatively
uni nportant in the flood history of the drai nage area. Sunmer
t hunderstorns are not unconmmon, but the anmount of rainfall in such
stornms in the area is relatively mnor.

8. Runoff and fl oods.--Floods resulting fromrainfall constitute
nearly all of the annual runoff in the Santa Maria River basin.
I nasmuch as only occasi onal snowfall occurs, runoff due to snownelt
is of minor consequence. Records of streanflow in the Santa Maria
Ri ver basin are inconplete and no records exist for Twitchell dam
site. At the present time, seven streamgaging stations are in
operation in the Santa Maria River basin. Table 3 sunmarizes the
extent of available records at these stations, and their |ocations
are shown on plate 4. Runoff data for five of these stations
pertinent to the operation of Twitchell Reservoir, are given in
tables 4 through 8. The station on the Santa Maria River at
Guadal upe, Calif., measures runoff frompractically the entire Santa
Maria River basin. Peak discharges at this station for the flood
years 1941, 1943, 1952, and 1958 were 14, 700, 13,800, 23,800, and
21,500 cubic feet per second, respectively. Zero flow has occurred
nunerous tinmes at this station

9. Historical accounts and records of floods that have occurred
in the Santa Maria River basin are |acking. However, a study of
hi storical accounts and records of floods that have occurred in
adj acent basins indicate that severe floods occurred in the years
1862, 1868, 1884, 1886, 1909, and 1914. The peak di scharge for the
1909 fl ood was estinmated at 100, 000, cubic feet per second on the
Santa Maria River at Guadal upe.

10. Fl ood dammges. --Few nonetary esti mates of damages from past
floods in the Santa Maria River basin are avail able. Records,



however, indicate that floods have caused extensive danage to
agricultural land and to residential, highway, and railroad property.
A map of the area subject to overflow for an occurrence of the
standard project flood prior to inprovenments is shown on plate 5.
Along the Santa Maria River, floods have caused danage of nmjor
proportions by cutting streanbanks and changi ng the shape and

| ocation of the channels, danaging, or destroying conmunication and
transportation facilities and inundating rural and urban property.
During large fl oods, the channel has become badly silted, thereby
decreasing its carrying capacity. The nost recent floods that have
occurred in the Santa Maria River basin, those of January 1952 and
April 1958, have caused estimated damages of $250,000 and $110, 000,
respectively.

11. Completion of the plan of flood-control inprovenents, which
conprise flood regulation at Twitchell Dam and Reservoir and the
Santa Maria River and Bradl ey Canyon | evees, as subsequently
descri bed, provides for nearly conplete protection to about 26,000
acres of the 32,400-acre overflow area from floods up to the
magni t ude of the standard project flood. This area of 26,000 acres,

i ncl udes about 18,700 acres of cultivated | and, nost of the city of
Santa Maria and part of the city of Guadal upe. An unprotected area of
6,400 acres, including about 1,000 acres of farm and west of

CGuadal upe, Calif., and downstreamfromthe | evees, together wth
streanbed and wastel and al ong the 22-nmile reach of the Santa Maria
River from Fugler Point to the Pacific Ccean will exist with the
conpl etion of the project. Levee protection was not econonically
justified for this area.

12. Authorization.--The plan for flood-control inprovenments in
the Santa Maria River was set forth in House Document 400, 83d
Congress, 2d session, dated 24 May 1954. This plan provided for a
mul ti pl e- purpose reservoir for water conservation and flood contro
at the Vaquero (Twitchell) site, on the Cuyama River, and | evee and
channel inprovenents along the Santa Maria River and Bradl ey Canyon.
The construction of Twitchell Dam was authorized by Public Law 774,
83d Congress, 2d session, which was passed by Congress 3 Septenber
1954, and authorized the Secretary of the Interior to construct the
project for irrigation and the conservation of water, flood control
and for other purposes, on the Santa Maria River, Calif. The Bureau
of Recl amation began construction of Twitchell Damin July 1956 and
conpl eted construction in Decenber 1958. The Board of Geographic
Names, Departnent of the Interior, approved the changing of the nane
of Vaquero Damto Twitchell Dam and Vaquero Reservoir to Tw tchel
Reservoir effective 6 Septenber 1957.

13. The plan for flood-control inprovenents to protect the over-
fl ow areas downstream from Twi t chel | Dam al ong the Santa Maria River
was approved 3 Septenber 1954 by Act of Congress, Public Law 780, 83d
Congress, 2d session. The principal features of this plan are the
construction of revetted | evees and channel clearing under the super-
vision of the Chief of Engineers. Construction of this project began
in April 1959 and is scheduled to be conpleted in Decenber 1961



14. COverall project.--The overall project consists of Twi tchell
Dam a multipl e-purpose structure for water conservation and fl ood
control, located at river nmile 8.0 on the Cuyana River, and |l evee and
channel inprovenents along the Santa Maria River and Bradl ey Canyon.
Twi tchel | Dam was desi gned and constructed by the U S. Bureau of
Recl amati on. The fl ood-control storage allocation and fl ood-control
operation, were prescribed by the Corps of Engineers. Agreenent was
reached between the Bureau of Reclamation and the Corps of Engi neers
on the allocation for sedi ment deposition. The | evee and channe
i mprovenents along the Santa Maria River were designed by the Corps
of Engi neers and that organization is the construction agency for
t hese i nprovenents.

15. Twitchell Damis a zoned-earth damw th a maxi num hei ght of
216 feet above the Cuyama River. The crest of the dam at el evation
692 is 1,800 feet |Iong. The enmbanknent is constructed of three zones;
an inpervious central zone flanked by a pervious zone both upstream
and downstream and a m scell aneous zone in the downstreamtoe. A
25-foot deep cutoff trench is provided under the inpervious zone. The
general plan and sections of Twitchell Dam are shown on plate 6. The
spillway (see pl. 7), located in the right abutnment, is an ungated
conduit type and consists of a rounded entrance with a | evel 50-foot
uncontroll ed crest at elevation 651.5, connecting with a 23-foot
di amet er di scharge tunnel. The tunnel will flow full when reservoir
wat er surface el evation reaches 618.5. The outlet works (see pl. 8)
are located in the right abutnment of the dam and di scharge directly
into the Cuyama River. They consist of (a) an intake structure with
invert elevation at 504; (b) a 15.0 foot dianeter upstream pressure
conduit with a 5.0 by 11.0-foot intake port having an invert at
el evation 474; (c) a 15.0-foot di aneter upstream pressure tunnel; (d)
a gate chanber with access shaft and control house; (e) a 19.0- by
17.0-foot downstream free flow tunnel; and (f) an open chute and
stilling basin. Two tandempairs of 7.0- by 12.0-foot outlet gates
are located in the outlet works gate chanber. The upstream gates are
normal |y wi de open and function as guard gates. The downstream gates
are operated for regulation of flow.

16. The reservoir at spillway crest elevation 651.5 has an area
of 3,690 acres and a gross capacity of 240,120 acre-feet. The outl et
di scharges 12, 700 cubic feet per second at spillway crest (low port
assuned bl ocked). At top of dam elevation 692.0, the reservoir has
an area of 5,700 acres and a gross capacity of 426,000 acre-feet. At
that el evation, the spillway capacity is 28,000 cubic feet per second
and the outlet capacity is 14,000 cubic feet per second. Table 9
lists pertinent data for Twitchell Dam and Reservoir. Curves givVving
area and capacity, outlet discharge (low port bl ocked), outlet
di scharge (low port open), and spillway discharge are shown on pl ates
9 through 12, respectively. A tabulation of areas and gross
capacities are given in table 10.



17. The Santa Maria Valley inprovenents provide for about 17
nmles of levee along the left bank of the Santa Maria River from
Fugler Point to State H ghway No. 1 bridge at Guadal upe; about 5
mles of levee along the right bank of the Santa Maria River froma
poi nt about 1-1/4 niles downstreamfrom U S. H ghway No. 101 to a
poi nt about 1-1/2 niles upstream fromthe Southern Pacific Railroad
bri dge at Guadal upe; and channel clearing from Fugler Point to the
Pacific Ccean. The Bradl ey Canyon i nprovenents will consist of about
1.8 miles of channel and revetted | evees fromthe nouth of Bradley
Canyon to the Santa Maria River. The |left side of the channel would
be a revetted levee and the right side would be formed by excavating
the natural ground to a slope of 1 on 4. Table 11 lists pertinent
data for the Santa Maria Valley | evees and channel inprovenents. The
| ocations of the |levees are shown on plate 5 and desi gn di scharges
are shown on plate 13.

18. Changes to House Docunent plan.--The current plan for flood-
control inprovenents in the Santa Maria River basin described under
"Overall project"” differs fromthe project-docunent plan given in
House Docunent 400. The principal differences are as foll ows:

(a) The top of the dam was raised fromelevation 660.0 to
el evation 692.0 increasing the total storage from 153,250 acre-feet,
to 426,000 acre-feet. A 150-foot gated spillway with crest at
el evation 609.5 having three 50- by 34-foot radial gates was changed
to an ungated tunnel spillway with rounded entrance incorporating a
| evel 50-foot, ogee-type crest at elevation 651.5. In lieu of the
gated spillway for control of flood flows, as described in the
proj ect-docunent plan, the outlet works with slide gates are used.

(b) Although the allocation of flood-control storage space in
Twi tchell Reservoir remains the same at 89,000 acre-feet, the 80,000
acre-feet of capacity for water conservation was increased to 110, 000
acre-feet and the sedi nent storage was reduced from 45,000 acre-feet
to 40,000 acre-feet.

(c) The capacity of the downstream | evees at Fugl er Point was
i ncreased from 150, 000 cubic feet per second to 160,000 cubic feet
per second.

19. Hydrol ogi c basis of design.—Fhe reservoir design flood for
Twi tchel | Dam has an infl ow Peak of 95,000 cubic feet per second and
a maxi mum 1-day vol une of 107,500 acre-feet. Estimates of the
magni t ude of the flood were based on the unit-hydrograph nethod using
(a) the runoff that would have resulted fromthe storm of January
1943 if the center of the stormhad occurred over the basin above the
dam and if the ground conditions had been conducive to fairly high
rates of runoff; (b) an average infiltration rate of 0.30 inch per
hour for the upper-Cuyana River basin and 0.20 inch per hour for the
remai nder of the drainage area; (c) variable base flow for nountain
and foothil




areas; (d) channel percolation rate of 1-1/2 cubic feet per second
per wetted acre for upper Cuyama River area; and (e) negligible
effect from snowrel t.

20. The spillway crest elevation for Twitchell Dam was
established at elevation 651.5 by the U S. Bureau of Reclanation,
based on a gross storage requirement of 239,000 acre-feet consisting
of 40,000 acre-feet for sedinmentation, 110,000 acre-feet for
conservation, and 89,000 acre-feet for flood control

21. The spillway design flood devel oped by the U S. Bureau of
Recl amati on has a peak inflow of 120,000 cubic feet per second and a
total runoff volume (72 hours) of 368,000 acre-feet. Estimates of the
magni t ude of the flood were based on the unit-hydrograph nethod using
(a) runoff that would have resulted fromthe stormof January 1943 if
the center of the storm had occurred over the basin above the dam
when the ground conditions were conducive to maxi mumrunoff, and if
t he observed noisture and wi nd val ues were increased to a nmaxi num
(b) an infiltration rate varying fromO0.30 inch per hour to 0.20 inch
per hour for the upper Cuyama River basin and 0.20 inch per hour to
0.10 inch per hour for the rest of the drainage area; (c) a maxi num
base flow of 4,000 cubic feet per second; and (d) negligible effect
from snownel t.

22. The height of the dam was determined by the U S. Bureau of
Recl amation after routing their spillway design flood through the
reservoir. The routing was based on the assunption that the reservoir
wat er surface was at el evation 623 (conservation pool) at the
begi nning of the flood. Inflow was passed through the outlets up to
2,000 cubic feet per second and this discharge was nai ntai ned unti
the reservoir reached elevation 649.5. At this elevation, rel eases
were uniformy increased to the capacity of the outlet works. A
maxi mum wat er - surface el evation of 686.5 was attained and the top of
the dam was established at el evation 692.

23. The standard project flood which was used for the design of
the Santa Maria Valley | evees has a peak flow of 160,000 cubic feet
per second. The devel opnent of the flood is identical to the
devel opnent of the reservoir design flood, with the exception that
the design stormwas centered over the Sisquoc River area and the
uncontroll ed area bel ow Twi tchel |l Dam

24. The standard project flood for Bradl ey Canyon | evees has a
peak flow of 9,000 cubic feet per second above the confluence wth
the Santa Maria River. Estinates of the nagnitude of the flood were
based on (a) runoff that would result fromthe thunderstorm of March
1943, which occurred in the Los Angeles area, if that storm had
occurred over the Bradl ey Canyon area (on the basis of studies
i ndi cating that dewpoint tenperature decreases with an increase in
| atitude, precipitation ambunts were decreased 10 percent), and if



the ground conditions had been conducive to fairly high rates of
runoff; (b) constant infiltration rate of 0.20 inch per hour; and (c)
constant base flow

25. Sedi nentation.--The anpbunt of sedi nent expected to be
deposited in Twitchell Reservoir was determined by the U S. Bureau
of Reclamation on the basis of an analysis of runoff sanples. A
rel ati onshi p between sedi nent | oad and di scharge was devel oped, and
using a flowduration curve, a long term sedi nent yield was
determined. It was estimated that 400 acre-feet of sedinent per year
woul d be deposited. Under the assunption that this rate of deposition
woul d continue during the 100-year period follow ng conpletion of the
dam 40,000 acre-feet of storage was allocated to sedinmentation. It

was assumed that this sedinment would fill the reservoir to elevation
504 at the end of a 100-year period. It is anticipated that the
Regi onal Director of the Bureau of Reclamation will, at reasonable

interval s, make necessary field surveys and office studies to prepare
estimates of the volunme and | ocation of sedinent deposits in the
reservoir. If the results of such studies show that the 40,000
acre-feet of storage allocated to sedi nentati on has been depl et ed,
and the net storage initially allocated to flood control (89, 000
acre-feet) or conservation (110,000 acre-feet), respectively, is
reduced by an anount exceeding, 10 percent of the allocation for

ei ther purpose, the operating plan described herein with respect to
storage all ocations shall be reviewed with the view of reestablishing
an equitable distribution between the primary reservoir uses.

OPERATI ON

26. Project-docunent operation plan.--The plan of operation for
Twi tchell Dam as set forth in House Docunent No. 400, 83d Congress,
2d session, is described in detail in appendix 3 of the Corps' report
titled "Report on Survey, Flood Control, Santa Maria River and
Tributaries, California" and dated 10 February 1953. That plan
provided for a conservation pool to be devel oped to elevation 612.0
at the start of a flood. Qutflow would then be made equal to inflow
to 2,000 cubic feet per second. The outflow woul d then be naintained
at 2,000 cubic feet per second until the water surface reached
el evation 641.5. Above this elevation the outflow would be increased
23,700 cubic feet per second for each foot of rise in water-surface
el evation. The spillway gates woul d be wi de open at water-surface
el evation 646.5. Under this operation plan, the reservoir design
flood at Twitchell Damwi th a peak inflow of 95,000 cubic feet per
second woul d be reduced to a peak outflow of 43,000 cubic feet per
second. The standard project flood on the Santa Maria River at Fugler
Poi nt woul d be reduced from an uncontroll ed peak of 230,000 cubic
feet per second to a peak of 150,000 cubic feet per second.

27. Fl ood-operation plan.--Extensive changes in the design of
Twi tchel | Dam since the project was authorized have resulted in




devel opnent of a revised fl ood-operation plan. The gate operation
schedule for this plan is given in table 12. In this plan, the | ow
port is assuned bl ocked and the outlet gates renmain closed until a
conservation pool is developed to el evation 623. Between el evations
623 and 624, the outlet discharge is increased in steps until the
outlet gates are fully opened and di schargi ng 11,630 cubic feet per
second. Above el evation 624.0, the outlet gates remain fully opened.
For optinum conservation of spillway surcharge space in nmaxi numtype
floods, the outlet discharge is not transferred to the spillway. The
same schedule is used for rising and falling stages.

28. Wth the outlet gates fully opened, a discharge of 12,700
cubic feet per second is attained at spillway crest. This discharge
causes no danage in flow ng through the narrow undevel oped vall ey
extending fromthe damto Fugler Point. The uninproved channel reach
from Guadal upe to the ocean will also carry the nmaxi mumrel ease from
t he dam wi t hout damage. However, as previously stated, it is not
econonmically feasible to inprove this reach to carry the 150, 000
cubic feet per second peak that would result froma channel design
fl ood.

29. Routing the reservoir design fl ood.--The reservoir design
(standard project) flood devel oped by the Corps of Engineers was
routed through Twitchell Reservoir under the flood-operation plan. It
was assuned that the reservoir water surface was at el evation 623
(top of conservation pool) and the |l ow port blocked at the start of
the routing. A plot of this routing is shown on plate 14. The peak
i nfl ow of 95,000 cubic feet per second is reduced to a peak outflow
of 12,700 cubic feet per second and a water-surface el evation of
651. 3 i s reached.

30. Routing the spillway design flood.--The spillway design
flood devel oped by the U S. Bureau of Reclamation was routed through
Twi tchell Reservoir under the flood-operation plan. It was assuned
that the reservoir water surface was at el evation 623 (top of
conservation pool) and the |ow port blocked at the start of the
flood. A plot of this routing is shown on plate 15. The peak infl ow
of 120,000 cubic feet per second is reduced to a peak outfl ow of
39, 700 cubic feet per second and a water-surface el evation of 683.9
i s reached.

31. Channel design flood at Fugler Point.--For the channe
design (standard project) flood at Fugler Point (based on centering
the January 1943 storm bel ow Twitchell Dam), the outflow fromthe dam
under the fl ood-operation plan was routed to Fugler Point and
conbined with the discharges fromthe Cuyama River bel ow the dam and
fromthe Sisquoc River as shown on plate 16. A peak discharge of
160, 000 culbic feet per second was obtained at Fugler Point.

32. Conservation operation.--At the present tine the
conservation storage in Twitchell Reservoir consists of 151,050
acre-feet below el evati on 623 includi ng 40,000 acre-feet for
sedi ment ati on.




Fl oodwat ers are retai ned bel ow el evati on 623 for subsequent rel ease
at the percolation capacity of the downstream channel, which is esti-
mated to be 300 cubic feet per second or |ess.

33. Organization for flood-control operation.--The organization
for effecting the flood-control operation of Twitchell Damis shown
on plate 17. The names and tel ephone nunbers of key personnel are
shown on plate 18. The Regional Director, Region 2, U S. Bureau of
Recl amation, is charged with the responsibility for the actual
flood-control operation of Twitchell Dam He is required to keep the
District Engineer, US. Arny Engineer District, Los Angeles,
currently advi sed of hydrol ogic and hydraulic data for the Santa
Maria River basin and Twitchell Dam Specifically, such data wll
i nclude: (a) precipitation anounts, (b) streanflow at critical
| ocations, and (c) reservoir inflow, outflow and storage. During
normal periods, this information is transmtted by mail, but during
energenci es, tel ephone or telegraph is used. The information received
fromthe Bureau of Reclamation is analyzed in the Control G oup,
under the supervision of the chief, Hydraulic Operations Section.

34. Operation and mai ntenance of the Santa Maria project were
transferred by contract fromthe U S. Bureau of Reclamation to the
Santa Barbara County Water Agency, which agency in turn transferred
t he operation and mai ntenance of Twitchell Damto the Santa Maria
Wat er Conservation District.

35. Modification of flood-control regulations.--The District
Engi neer, U. S. Engineer District, Los Angeles, nay tenporarily nodify
the flood-control regulations for Twitchell Dam (appendix A), if
necessary, in time of energency. Requests for and action on such
nodi fi cati on may be nade by any avail abl e means of comunication to
the Regional Director, Region 2, U S. Bureau of Reclamation, and the
action taken shall be confirnmed in witing under date of the sane day
to the office of the Regional Director. In the event of danger of
maj or damage to or failure of the downstream | evee system the Santa
Maria Vall ey Water Conservation District may tenporarily adjust
rel eases required by the flood-control regul ati ons upon request of
the county of Santa Barbara, pending action by the District Engi neer
on the request for approval of such adjustnent. The county of Santa
Barbara is the agency responsible for the operati on and nmi nt enance
of the | evee system Reconmendations for revision of the flood -
control regulations will be nade to the Secretary of the Arny upon
nmut ual agreenent of the Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of
Recl amati on.
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